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THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES 


The American Council of Learned Societies is a private non-profit | 
federation of thirty national scholarly organizations concerned with 
the humanities and the humanistic aspects of the social sciences. 


The object of the American Council of Learned Societies, as set 
forth in its constitution, is “the advancement of humanistic studies 
in all fields of learning and the maintenance and strengthening of 
relations among the national societies devoted to such studies.” 


The Council was organized in 1919 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia in 1924. Its principal support comes from the 
philanthropic foundations, supplemented, on occasion, by government 
contracts for specific enterprises. 


Entered under Bulk Mailing Permit No. 41118 at the Post Office at Washington, D. C. 
Published monthy except July and August by the American Council of Learned Societies. 
Address all communications regarding the Newsletter to the American Council of Learned 
Societies at 345 East 46th Street, New York 17, New York. 
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PRIZES FOR DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARSHIP 
IN THE HUMANITIES 


ACLS Prizes for Distinguished Scholarship in the Humanities, of $10,000 
each, were awarded on January 20, 1960 to ten scholars, in recognition of their 
contributions to humanistic learning. The remarks made by Professor Whitney 
J. Oates at the award ceremony and the citations read are quoted here. A list 
of scholars who received Prizes in 1958 and 1959 appears on page 9. 


] THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES 
AND THE PuBLic Goop 


Whitney J. Oates 


It is a pleasant privilege to have been given the task of acting as a 
prologue on this significant occasion when the ACLS honors ten individuals 
for their extraordinary achievement in the domain of scholarship in the 
Humanities. Indeed, no other occasion, as I shall hope to show, can better 
symbolize the goal or objective which the ACLS seeks to accomplish as 
a servant of the life of the mind in this nation and in the world. And I 
doubt if anyone can argue that serving the life of the mind really amounts 
to serving the public good in the deepest and most profound sense. We, 
of the ACLS, can be proud that we can help fulfill this responsibility 
because of the confidence shown in us by the generous grants to us on 
the part of the great Foundations. 


As officers or directors or members of the executive staff, we must 
be aware of certain assets which we possess, and this awareness can do 
nothing but increase our sense of obligation that we perform our tasks 
as efficiently as our collective wits and wisdom will allow. 


— These assets are: 


First, a rich history of accomplishment. This extends from the time 
when the ACLS was organized to represent our country and the scholars 
of our country in the International Union of Academies on down through 
the days before World War II. It was then that the ACLS was alert to 
the weakness in our national competence in languages. This situation 
permitted the ACLS to serve our country importantly then from a 
military point of view but even more importantly now it permits us to 
continue to serve when effective international communication is a vital 
pre-condition for the preservation of world peace. 


Second, a large and varied constituency. The ACLS has at present 
affiliated with it thirty learned societies with a combined membership of 


Cc. | more than 70,000 scholars, from all the fields of the so-called humanities 
pee. and social sciences as well as the philosophical and historical aspects of 
ar 


science and religion. This constituency guarantees that no narrow or 
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doctrinaire or exclusive conception of the humanities shall be our guide 
but rather that there shall be an inclusive view which emphasizes that 
the humanistic attitude pervades all aspects of the activity of the intellect. 
As a result, the humanistic attitude tends to bind together all scholars and 
operates in some measure against the forces of divisiveness that the awesome 
advances in the fields of learning have produced. That this is actually the 
case can be seen in the close and daily cooperation between the ACLS 
and the Social Science Research Council in the last three years. We are, 
as we should be, firm allies. 


Third, a new climate far more hospitable to the humanities and the 
humanistic attitude than at any time before, I should guess, in this century. 
For example, it is the wide-spread conviction among wise educators, and 
among these are many wise scientists, that our education must be balanced, 
and must not concentrate overwhelmingly on science and engineering or 


vocational training. 


With these assets behind it, the ACLS carries on a variety of activities 
which are necessary but might be called auxiliary, such as exploring and 
opening up new fields or scholarship and research, or the enhancement of 
the quality of teaching in the secondary school, or the sending of scholars 
abroad to attend international congresses. But beyond any doubt, our 
primary task is supporting and recognizing the individual scholar and, 
in particular, those scholars who are contributing most significantly to 
their several fields. Grants-in-aid and the awards of fellowships form part 
of the ACLS activity in this respect. But the Special Prizes are particularly 
important for in them we attempt to single out for honor and praise those 
who to an exceptional degree have evinced in their scholarship, no matter 
what the field, a reverence for the truth for its own sake as well as an 
unswerving dedication to the desire to illumine in some degree the darkness 
of the human condition. 

The ten prize winners of tonight and the twenty who have preceded 
them in the last two years are a community of scholars bound together 
by an indissoluble bond as servants of truth and of man. For their 
excellence and for their example, all scholars are eternally grateful. 
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CITATIONS 


MERLE CurRTI 


No one has contributed more creatively to the history of the American 
people than Professor Merle Curti of the University of Wisconsin. From the 
Growth of American Thought to the latest work in local and frontier history, 
on Trempealeau County, in books and papers he has both minutely and broadly 
interpreted American minds—American ways of learning and thinking about 
the world and man. He has shown that if intellectual history is not complete 
without a social context, social history is nothing without the historical sense 
of developing ideas and ideals. A humanist pointing to new ways of under- 
standing man, he has socialized intellectual history and humanized sociology. 
As important as his humanism, has been his constant will to relate it in practice 
to the natural dignity of men. Humane by nature, generous in giving and 
inspiring, Merle Curti believes that the history of humanitarianism itself is not 
alien to humanism and humanistic history. 


FREDERICK CLIFTON GRANT 


Professor Frederick Clifton Grant, Department of Biblical Theology, 
Union Theological Seminary, is an outstanding scholar in the general field of 
the New Testament. The development of early Christian religion and thought 
throughout the New Testament describes the broad area where he has most 
intensely concentrated his energies and research. His volume, Am Introduction 
to New Testament Thought (1950), is a recent and comprehensive summariza- 
tion of his findings and understanding in this field. Scholars agree that the 
volume has no equal in English or in any other language. From very early in 
his career, he has distinguished himself in the genetic type of investigation of 
chiefly problematic phases of early Christianity. His bibliography, published 
in his 60th year, in a Festschrift entitled appropriately The Joy of Study reads 
like a conspectus of the main concerns that have directed the scholarly 
examination of religion through the last four decades, Distinctly humanistic 
in character, it is one of the great learned publication records of our generation. 


K. C. Hsiao 


Professor K. C. Hsiao combines the best of two great scholarly traditions, 
those of China and the West, in 4 manner virtually unequaled. Thirty years 
ago as a young man writing on [Western political theory he was hailed for 
his creative insight. In the interim years he has established a record as a 
historian of Chinese political thought and experience that displays both 
matchless command of Chinese scholarship and great originality of con- 
ceptualization. To all aspects of his life work he has brought the richness of 
humanistic learning—he is a poet, writer, and philosopher, as well as scholar. 
As a teacher he has won the enduring affection of a lifetime of students, in 
China and in this country. Scholarship in Chinese political and intellectual 
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history has been given high standards by his History of Chinese Political 
Thought (in Chinese); this and his many writings in English have had and 
must long continue to have the greatest influence on this field of scholarship. 


ROMAN JAKOBSON 


Roman Jakobson — restless conquistador of the jungled frontiers of 
linguistic and literary scholarship; pioneer both as zealous organizer and as 
scholarly exemplar in the establishment of Slavic literary studies throughout 
the world; internationally honored critic of many literatures, in many works, 
who writes in many languages; historian and mythologist, prosodist and 
musicologist, grammarian and folklorist, whose multi-faceted scholarship is 
only now coming to its climax in his important contribution to linguistic 
science as a function of poetics, and who, in these studies, vivifies linguistics, 
sharpens poetics, and deepens our understanding of the literary imagination in 
some of its most technical and elusive manifestations. 


Haroitp Dwicut LasswELL 


Harold Dwight Lasswell, master of all the social sciences and pioneer in 
each; rambunctiously devoted to breaking down the man-made barriers 
between the social studies, and so acquainting each with the rest; filler-in of 
the interdisciplinary spaces between political science, psychology, philosophy 
and sociology; prophetic in foreseeing the Garrison State and courageously 
intelligent in trying to curb its powers; sojourner in Vienna and selective 
transmitter of the Freudian vision to his American colleagues; disciplined in 
wide-ranging inquiry; working against resistance to create a modern quadrivium 
of the social sciences that will make of them truly liberal arts. 


R. R. PALMER 


Professor R. R. Palmer of Princeton University, distinguished already for 
a series of books on the intellectual and political movements of the eighteenth 
century which culminated in the French Revolution, is the more distinguished 
now for the first of two volumes on The Age of the Democratic Revolution. 
This almost monumental history is a comparative study of the democratic 
ideas and ideals of the great Atlantic community of America and Europe. 
Thucydides told the story of local struggles between democrats and aristocrats 
in the midst of a great war. Palmer presents the theme of a general democratic 
reaction to aristocratic privilege that resulted in the violence of the French 
Revolution and in great wars for the resolution of the conflict between ideals 
and interests. A humanistic historian in his appreciation of individual men 
as well as the many, R. R. Palmer will occupy an important place in the 
historiography of revolutions. 


pee gay PO sh wc ee aa aii. © eS ie en om bi a, ea 
Goan See era Stak MS Oe eA Bee ae re Gai) 22 ae i - nhs SR aaa 
woe as Sea eee em pee hge peer a Re see po. ae ee ae 
‘Se Sa ace Kee eee: ee ae Bee » Gee ae... aa : Bie! Mere nie 
Ree ee wi ee ae ies oy fe, ae Bee. yt ee a 
See : * 
Bias 
way 
‘oe 
eae 
PAP. 5 
Res 
pan 
oe 
a i 
Be | 
ea | PC 
is 
aie | 
“; j 
Ro i 
i | 
, j 
” | 
5 | 
ee , 
| 
' 
oe | 
: PE | 
2 
aS | 
beg i 
eA i 
+ ' 
bas" : 
Bs 3 i 
ih | 
1) j 
te 
ri 
Bay 
i H 
Be 
at 
oat [ 
his 
ae 
ie | 
et, 
Pe 
Bria i 
e | 
ee 
ba hcl 
ee 
ae 
Ss 
a 
a 
@ 
cs 
oaee 
rey 
Ba 
3 | 
oa 
Bice 
aaa 
ee 
be FS 
a 
eas 
aaa 
hed ' 
Pk j 
= | 
As 
pote 
in 
Ke 
ee 
ee 
ee 
ie 
bag ; 
fee { 
Bi j 
Seige 
Be 
prey 
Se 
aan 
ae 
3 ae 
ae, 
vee ' 
wes 
aed 
ie 
See 
os 
Ey 
Rae 
x 
iene 
Pe | 
ele f 
ia | 
ee | 
ee 
rey 
of } 
i eg ee ay: ik as (ree ee aaa oS ee re 
Agee ere 9 | Sean ‘seecass * Sete: BA a eee oa a El eee 
ae ee Oa eee a est ae ee Tae ee 
Ugeee oe poh ae eS es a cf. ,. 3 Ss amg fy eee 
Be ee oe rot. ae ee ae eye 2 ee tt (Can oS aa Reet te, UE ae Ss 


{tic 


‘ats 
itic 


eals 


ACLS NEWSLETTER Y 


MEYER SCHAPIRO 


Meyer Schapiro, practiced in the art of history as in the history of art, 
at home in all the arts and so prepared to merge history and criticism to the 
benefit of both; erudite to a degree that astonishes and dismays; preferring 
scholarly reticence to prolixity and so devoted to the decisive essay rather 
than the massive tome; famous for reviews that are regularly better than the 
book and on one notable occasion, longer, often hiding his knowledge, wit 
and critical intelligence in out-of-the-way journals that, in the end, are tracked 
down by colleagues aware that the find will repay the hunt; teacher of all 
manner of men, not least of artists themselves and of psychiatrists too; 
peerlessly creative among American art historians of his time. 


Henry NasH SMITH 


Henry Nash Smith—critic of the literature ef the American west in the 
full context of American cultural history, whose work at once judiciously 
modifies and modestly supplements some of the most striking theories of 
American history laid down in the past and bravely establishes an intellectual 
pattern and a literary method to stimulate a whole generation of younger 
scholars in American studies; editor of the Mark Twain Estate, and, in that 
capacity, the author of brilliant essays that will presently converge in the 
major literary study of that enigmatic American genius; author of a book 
which has been responsibly described as that rare work of American scholar- 
ship that is also a work of literary art; a man of whom it has been said that 
for him “thought is a joyful kind of thing,” whose wide-ranging and sensitive 
intelligence ennobles the subjects that it contemplates even as it analyzes them 
and defines their terms and themes with a new and fine precision. 


WALTER TERENCE STACE 


Walter Terence Stace, Emeritus Professor, Princeton University, a man 
of two careers, successful in both. While serving as a British Civil Servant in 
Ceylon (1910-1932), he wrote distinguished books on Greek Philosophy, the 
philosophy of Hegel, and problems of aesthetics. As Stuart Professor of 
Philosophy at Princeton, he continued to write technical treatises on nearly 
every aspect of philosophy, but was at least as well known for his more popular 
writings. His fine book, The Destiny of Western Man, has helped many a 
perplexed student to understand the philosophical foundations of democracy. 
His professional colleagues honored him by electing him President of the 
American Philosophical Association. Now technically in retirement, he con- 
tinues to teach, as Mellon Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
Pittsburgh, and to press forward his investigations into mysticism and religion. 
His many friends and pupils have long admired the catholicity of his interests, 
his zeal for clarity, and his sustained energy in the pursuit of philosophical 
enlightenment. 
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ROsEMUND TUVE 


Rosemund Tuve—student of the literature and thought of England in 
the middle ages, the Renaissance, and the seventeenth century, who brings to 
her work the grace and ease of the accomplished literary critic together with 
the learning and the accuracy of the scholar, and who thus corrects the 
influential dicta of critics who have more of grace and ease than of scholarship; 
who, when she presents a lucidly composed and quietly written paper at a 
learned meeting, is probably in the act of exploding a generation of literary 
misconceptions; whose familiarity with the intricacies of literary and philoso- 
phical ideas in the past and whose attachment to the best literature of the 
present enable her to explore both the similarities and differences, the continuity 
of one with the other and the integrity of each; who illuminates one matter 
as she corrects another, and thereby gives scholarship the substance that enables 
criticism to proceed in insight, and herself offers shining examples of both. 
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RECIPIENTS OF PRIZES IN 1958 AND 1959 
Brand Blanshard, Sterling Professor of Philosophy, Yale University 
Bertrand H. Bronson, Professor of English, University of California at Berkeley 
J. N. Douglas Bush, Gurney Professor of English Literature, Harvard University 


Americo Castro, Emory L. Ford Professor of Spanish, Emeritus, Princeton 
University 


William B. Dinsmoor, Professor Emeritus of Art and Archaeology, Columbia 
University 


Barker Fairley, Professor Emeritus of German Literature, University of Toronto 
Louis Gottschalk, Professor of Modern History, University of Chicago 


William Haller, Professor Emeritus of English, Columbia University; Fellow, 
Folger Shakespeare Library 


Stephan Kuttner, Professor of Canon Law, Catholic University of America 
Richmond Lattimore, Professor of Greek, Bryn Mawr College 

Arthur O. Lovejoy, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, Johns Hopkins University 
Ernest Nagel, John Dewey Professor of Philosophy, Columbia University 
Henri Peyre, Sterling Professor of French, Yale University 


Ephraim A. Speiser, Ellis Professor, Hebrew and Semitic Languages and 
Literature, University of Pennsylvania 


Mary Hamilton Swindler, Professor Emeritus of Archaeology, Bryn Mawr 
College 


George Vernadsky, Professor Emeritus of Russian History, Yale University 


Jacob Viner, Walker Professor of Economics and International Finance, 
Princeton University 


René Wellek, Professor of Slavic and Comparative Literature, Yale University 
Walter Prescott Webb, Professor of History, University of Texas 


Harry A. Wolfson, Nathan Littauer Professor of Hebrew Literature and 
Philosophy, Emeritus, Harvard University 
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SUMMARY OF GRANTS RECEIVED 
SINCE JULY 1, 1959 


$1,500 from the Council on Library Resources for the preparation of a 
report on the progress of planning under Public Law 480. 


$300 from an anonymous donor. 
$205 from the Mediaeval Academy of America. 


$3,628, provided by contract with the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare for a survey of personnel, materials, and programs for the 
teaching of Southeast Asian languages, determination of needs, and recom- 
mendations for an appropriate program of research. 


$1,751.84 royalties on One Great Society, paid to the ACLS at the direction 
of the author, Howard Mumford Jones, for credit to the Endowment Fund. 


$125,000 from the Ford Foundation in support of the Current Digest of 
the Soviet Press over a five-year period. 


$25,000 from the Rockefeller Foundation in support of the Current 
Digest of the Soviet Press during a one-year period. 


$100,000 from the Ford Foundation for US-USSR scholarly exchanges, 
during a one-year period. 


$40,000 from the Rockefeller Foundation for US-USSR scholarly 
exchanges, during a two-year period. 


$30,000 from the Rockefeller Foundation for the expenses of visits to the 
Soviet Union by American scholars in connection with attendance at the 


25th International Congress of Orientalists. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


The death of Sidney Painter on January 12th, 1960, has brought 
to a sadly premature end his long and intimate connection with the 
American Council of Learned Societies. He had served, with immense 
distinction and extraordinary enthusiasm, not only as Treasurer and 
as Secretary, but also as delegate and as a member of numerous com- 
mittees. In his death, the Council has suffered a grievous loss— 
for, by his incisive wisdom, sensitive perception, and enormous 
willingness to accept the heavy demands made upon his time (at the 
expense of both leisure and personal concerns), he had contributed 
significantly to the revival of interest in the humanities throughout 
the country. His cordial nature and warm friendliness will be sorely 
missed by his colleagues and associates—and scholarship will be the 
poorer for being deprived of his broad culture, profound learning, and 
trenchant judgment. 
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